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TO  THE 


Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

OF  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ROYTON. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I  hava  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Nineteenth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Health  of  the  District.  Its  general  arrangement  is  the 
same  as  that  for  the  previous  year,  and  in  its  details  I  have 
endeavoured,  as  far  as  possible,  to  carry  out  the  suggestions  contained 
in  the  Memorandum  of  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  to  the  Local 
Government  Board.  Further  facilities  have  been  provided  for  dealing 
with  Infectious  Diseases  by  the  compulsary  Notification  of  Chicken- 
pox,  and,  as  you  are  already  aware,  the  County  Council  and  the  Local 
Government  Bo ird  have  been  brought  into  closer  contact  with  local 
conditions  by  the  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  which  are  posted 
to  thena  every  Monday  morning,  in  addition  to  the  return  of  Sickness 
and  Mortality  which  is  sent  to  the  former  authority  quarterly.  The 
only  event  of  importance  during  the  year  as  regards  sickness  has  been 
the  outbreak  of  Smallpox,  which  was,  however,  of  very  mild  type,  and 
which  is  fully  dealt  with  in  the  body  of  the  Report.  Notable  Sanitary 
Improvements  have  been  made  in  the  Sewerage  and  Drainage  of  parts 
of  the  District  previously  unprovided  for,  and  the  demolition  of  a 
large  number  of  unsanitary  dwellings  at  Edge  Lane,  will  further 
contribute  materially  to  the  betterment  of  the  public  health  in  the 
immediate  future.  The  Annual  Death  Rate  of  17 ’02,  although  not 
so  low  as  in  1912,  still  keeps  under  the  average. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

RALPH  YOUNG, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Fellow  Incorporated  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health , 

2Jfth  March)  ldlf. 
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URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 

ROYTON. 


REPORT,  1913. 


The  District  is  situated  on  the  Western  slope  of  a  range  of 
hills,  and  forms  a  concavity  looking  towards  the  S.W.,  the  general 
surface  contour  of  which  is  undulating  and  watered  by  numerous 
small  streams  all  flowing  towards  the  river  'Irk.  The  subsoil  is 
mainly  sand  and  gravel,  except  towards  the  South  in  Dryclough 
Ward  where  a  bed  of  clay  crops  up  nearer  the  surface.  The  town 
and  most  populous  part  of  the  District  lies  in  the  valley  near  its 
c  ntre,  whilst  the  outlying  portions  consist  of  farm  land  used  almost 
entirely  for  grazing  purposes.  There  is  very  little  tillage.  Scattered 
over  the  District,  and  immediately  adjoining  the  mills,  are  numerous 
Lodges  or  Reservoirs,  each  of  which  is  supplied  with  water  from  one 
or  other  of  the  streams. 

The  population  is  almost  exclusively  an  industrial  one,  the 
people,  male  as  well  as  female,  being  employed  in  the  Mills  where 
Cotton  Spinning  is  carried  on,  and  which  forms  the  staple  industry  of 
the  District,  although  there  is  still  a  certain  amount  of  weaving 
done.  On  the  whole  employment  is  regular  and  wages  good,  so  that 
the  operatives  are  well  circumstanced,  and  a  large  number,  by  means 
of  the  Co-operative  Stores,  are  able  to  contribute  towards  the  ultimate 
purchase  of  their  own  houses. 

The  Medical  Staff  of  the  Oldham  Royal  Infirmary  undertakes 
the  treatment  of  a  large  number  of  Surgical  and  some  Medical  Oases, 
whilst  at  the  Oldham  Union  Infirmary  there  is  a  Resident  Medical 
Officer  and  Visiting  Staff  who  are  kept  fully  employed.  The  Royton 
District  Nursing  Association  supports  a  District  Nurse  whose  services 
are  much  appreciated  by  the  local  Medical  Men  and  the  people. 

The  Milk  is  entirely  supplied  by  neighbouring  Farmers  who 
bring  it  into  Royton  in  carts  and  distribute  it  from  covered  tins.  It 
is  generally  satisfactory,  and  there  have  been  no  prosecutions  for 
some  time. 
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Water  Supply  The  Water  is  drawn  from  the  Mains  of  the  Oldham  Corpora¬ 

tion  after  collection  in  Reservoirs  from  the  neighbouring  hills,  a  small 
additional  quantity  being  pumped  from  a  disused  colliery.  Generally 
speaking  it  is  pure,  as  special  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent 
contamination  from  the  peaty  gathering  grounds,  to  which  a  certain 
portion  of  it  is  liable.  Two  or  three  small  groups  of  houses  are 
supplied  from  neighbouring  wells  and  springs  which  are  periodically 
examined.  With  regard  to  sufficiency  an  augmented  supply  has 
recently  been  provided  for  the  higher  parts  of  the  District  on  the 
North-West  side. 


New  Houses 
and  Bye-Laws 


Some  50  new  houses  have  been  built  and  occupied  during  the 
year  1913,  the  arrangements  for  proper  sanitary  conditions  being 
supervised  by  an  officer  of  the  Council.  In  this  connection  the  New 
Bye-Laws  are  approaching  completion. 


DrSinrafeeand  Ttie  few  Portions  of  ttie  District  referred  to  in  last  year’s 

Report  whero  Sewerage  has  not  been  completed  are  gradually  being 

provided  for,  the  Drainage  from  116  houses  in  Gravel  Hole  havinof 

© 

been  thrown  into  the  Sewers  during  the  year. 

Streams  To  this  extent,  and  at  Dry  dough  by  the  demolition  of  a 

number  of  houses  whose  drains  fell  into  the  adjoining  stream,  the 
water  of  the  latter  is  much  cleauer  than  formerly.  House  drains 
are  tested  and  defects  discovered  by  the  use  of  smoke  apparatus. 


The  following  particulars  taken  from  the  lists  issued  by  the 
Analyst  of  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Committee  give  some  idea  of  the 
condition  of  the  Sewage  effluent  during  1913,  at  the  Sewage  Works  : 


DATE. 

TREATMENT. 

REMARKS. 

28 

May  21st,  1913  ... 

Precipitation  Tanks 
and  continuous 
Filters  . 

Grey  turbidity,  grey  sedi¬ 
ment,  drain  smell 

43 

Aug.  20th,  1913... 

Precipitation  Tanks 
and  Filters  with 
small  flow  from  land 

Grey  turbidity,  little  dark 
sediment,  sewage 
smell  ... 

13 

Sept.  16th,  1913... 

Precipitation  Tanks  and 
Filters,  and  small 
flow  from  land  com¬ 
bined  . 

Clear  and  colourless,  trace 
of  sediment,  no  smell.. 

Population 


Births 


Deaths 


7 

The  numbers  prefixed  refer  to  the  position  on  the  list  of 
analyses  of  effluents  taken  from  the  various  Sewage  Works  in  different 
parts  of  the  County  area. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

At  the  Census  taken  on  April  3rd,  1911,  the  population  of  the 
District  of  Royton  was  17,069.  During  1913  the  natural  increase  of 
b'rths  over  deaths  was  151,  and  the  average  number  of  persons  per 
inhabited  house  being  4  3  the  population  at  the  middle  of  that  year 
is  estimated  at  17,500. 

The  total  number  of  Births  registered  by  the  local  Registrar 
during  the  year  under  review  was  440.  To  these  must  be  added  9 
others,  being  the  number  of  transferable  births  according  to  the  list 
supplied  to  the  Medical  Officer  by  the  Registrar  General,  i.e  ,  the 
number  of  births  occuring  outside  the  District,  the  mother  being  a 
Royton  resident.  The  nett  births,  therefore,  were  449,  and  the  nett 
birth  rate  25 '6.  This  is  a  slight  decrease  on  the  average  of  the 
previous  five  years,  which  is  26*3.  The  total  number  of  births  com¬ 
prised  219  males  and  230  females,  449  in  all.  Of  these  23  were 
illegitimate,  9  being  born  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  District. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  during  the 
year  1913  was  250,  producing  a  comparatively  low  rate  of  14*2  per 
1,000.  From  these,  however,  must  be  deducted  4  deaths  of  non¬ 
residents,  whilst  to  the  remainder  must  be  added  52  deaths  of  Royton 
residents  occuring  outside  its  boundaries.  We  have  thus  a  net  total 
of  298  deaths,  or  an  annual  death  rate  for  the  year  of  17 '02  per  1,000 
of  population.  The  annual  death  rate,  therefore,  continues  to  fall 
below  the  average  of  the  last  five  years. 

The  annexed  Table  shows  concisely  the  number  and  annual 
rates  both  of  births  and  deaths  for  the  year  1913,  arrived  at  by  the 
methods  suggested  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  Registrar 
Genera],  as  regards  what  are  called  “transferable”  births  and 
deaths  : — 
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Causes 


The  “  transferable  ”  case3  alluded  to  occur  usually  in  such 
places  as  the  Workhouse  Infirmary,  the  different  Hospitals,  Nursing 
Homes,  Asylums,  <fcc. 

The  only  Institution  in  the  District  receiving  persons  from 
other  pirts  of  the  Union  of  Oldham  is  at  the  Headquarters  of  the 
Scattered  Homes  at  Fir  Bank,  but  as  cases  of  sickness  amongst  the 
inmates  occuring  there  are  usually  treated  at  the  Oldham  Union 
Infirmary,  deaths  are  not  often  reported  at  the  former  place. 

The  number  and  principal  causes  of  death  occuring  in  the 
District  during  1913,  at  stated  age  periods  is  shewn  iu  the  annexed 
Table  : — 


TABLE  II. 
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NETT  DEATHS  OF  RESIDENTS. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1  year. 

1  and  under  2. 

2  and  under  5. 

5  and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  45. 

|  45  and  under  65. 

J  65  and  upwards. 

f  Certified  ... 

294 

53 

14 

9 

7 

10 

33 

92 

76 

All  Causes  -J 

l Uncertified  . 

4 

1 

1 

O 

u 

Measles  . 

6 

3 

2 

1 

t  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Whooping  Cough . 

5 

3 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diphtheria  and  Croup . 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Influenza  . 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

15 

... 

... 

2 

6 

7 

. . . 

Tuberculous  Meningitis . 

2 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

.  ♦  . 

... 

. . . 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

25 

... 

1 

4 

12 

8 

Rheumatic  Fever . 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Meningitis  . 

1 

1 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

Organic  Heart  Disease  . 

31 

2 

... 

2 

4 

13 

10 

Bronchitis  . 

28 

4 

3 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

11 

8 

Pneumonia . 

30 

3 

4 

3 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

Organs  . 

11 

2 

i 

... 

1 

... 

... 

4 

3 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis . 

7 

5 

i 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

t  t  • 

Cirrhossis  of  Liver  . 

4 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

3 

1 

Alcoholism . 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Nephritis  and  Brights’  Disease 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

... 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases 

of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

2 

1 

•  ♦  . 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mai- 

formation  &  Premature  Birth 

18 

18 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Violent  Deaths  (excluding 

Suicide) . 

6 

... 

2 

1 

... 

2 

1 

Suicides  . 

3 

tcc 

... 

. . . 

1 

2 

♦  •  . 

Other  defined  Diseases  . 

56 

5 

2 

8 

17 

24 

Diseases  ill-defined  or 

unknown  . 

43 

5 

2 

1 

1 

... 

5 

10 

19 

Totals . 

1  298 

54 

14 

10 

7 

10 

33 

92 

78 

11 


Respiratory 

Diseases 


Tuberculous 

Diseases 


Inquests 


In  this  Table  all  those  deaths  certified  by  Registered  Medical 
Practitioners,  or  by  the  Coroner,  are  considered  as  certified,  the  few 
remaining  deaths  as  uncertified.  The  number  of  “  Transferable 
Deaths,”  that  is  deaths  of  residents  occurring  outside  the  District, 
and  of  those  of  non-residents  occurrin  within  its  bonudaries  is  also 
allowed  for. 

Respiratory  Diseases  of  different  kin  Is,  which  are,  to  a  certain 
extent,  preventable,  caused  about  the  usual  average  of  upwards  of 
19  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths. 

There  has  been  a  gradual  decline  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
this  class  of  Diseases  during  the  last  few  years,  the  average  annual 
number  for  rive  years  previous  to  1913  having  been  20*6.  It  now 
stands  at  19. 

During  the  year  21  deaths  were  referred  to  the  Coroner. 
They  were  all  residents  of  the  Urban  District  of  Royton,  and  com¬ 
prised  12  males  and  9  females.  Inquests  were  held  in  17  cases, 
whilst  the  remaining  4  were  certified  for  after  enquiry  by  the 
Coroner’s  Officer. 
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Infant 

Mortality 


The  subjoinel  Table  shews  the 
year  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages 


nett  Deaths  during 
under  one  vear  : — 


the  pist 


TABLE  III. 
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Cause  of  Death. 
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|  1  week 

vi 
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9-12  : 
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Tot  1  undr, 
1  year 

,  in  ..  f  Certified 

11 

6 

2 

19 

10 

10 

6  1 

8 

53 

All  Cases  j  Uncertifled 

1  ; 

... 

... 

.* 

1 

...  i 

... 

j 

1 

| 

i  Measles  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

*  *  * 

1 

2 

Q  1 

o 

Whooping  Cough . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases . 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1  i 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous)  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Convulsions  . 

2 

... 

... 

2 

l 

2 

1 

1 

7 

Bronchitis  . 

1 

A 

... 

1 

2 

l 

1 

... 

... 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

... 

l 

... 

1 

1 

3 

Diarrhoea . 

•  *  • 

... 

... 

... 

2 

1 

... 

3 

Enteritis . . 

... 

... 

... 

l 

1 

... 

... 

2 

Syphilis  . 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

>  Atelectasis . 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1  1 

I 

Congenital  Malformations . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1  | 

Premature  Birth  . 

6 

* 

... 

... 

10 

l 

... 

... 

11 

Atrophy,  Debility  &  Marasmus 

... 

i 

... 

... 

1 

4 

1 

... 

r* 

0 

Other  Causes . 

2 

... 

... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Totals . 

12 

6 

... 

2 

20 

10 

10 

6 

1 

8 

54 

This  Table  shows  a  nett  Mortality  Kate  of  Infants  under  one 
year  of  age  for  1913  of  120  2.  It  is,  therefore,  well  under  the 
quinquennial  average  which  is  141 '06.  Premature  Birth  always 
forms  the  largest  factor  in  the  general  total  of  deaths  at  these  ages. 
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AGUTE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  and  kind  of  Infectious  Diseases  that  have  been 
reported  or  discovered  in  the  District  of  Roy  ton  during  1913  is  shewn 
in  the  annexed  Table,  where  they  are  arranged  according  to  different 
age  periods,  and  the  Wards  in  which  they  have  occurred,  and  also 
the  cases  removed  to  Hospital  : — - 

TABLE  IV. 
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Generally  speaking,  Infectious  Diseases  of  all  kinds  have  not 
been  more  prevalent  than  in  former  years,  and,  in  considering  the 
Table,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  kinds  of  Tuberculous 
Disease,  Pulmonary  as  well  as  other  forms,  are  now  notifiable,  and 
that  this  year  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  and  Chicken-pox  have  been 
added  to  the  list.  Little  advantage,  therefore,  is  to  be  gained  by 
comparing  the  general  total  of  notifications  with  the  average  of 
previous  years. 

With  regard  to  removal  cases  the  same  course  is  adopted  as  in 
former  years,  viz.,  only  to  remove  such  cases  as  are  likely  to  prove  a 
new  focus  of  disease  either  by  reason  of  overcrowding  or  other 
defective  sanitary  surroundings.  For  thece  reasons  30  patients,  a 
somewhat  larger  number  than  usual,  were  removed  to  Hospital.  24 
Beds  are  available  at  Cinder  Hill  Hospital  for  Smallpox,  and  sufficient 
accommodation  is  provided  at  Westhulme  Hospital,  Oldham,  for  other 
diseases.  At  the  latter  Hospital  6s.  per  day  per  case  is  paid  to  the 
Oldham  Corporation  for  nursing  and  maintenance,  and  a  retaining  fee 
is  paid  to  Dr.  Ashton,  formerly  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Chadderton,  for  Smallpox  cases. 

To  facilitate  the  diagnosis  of  Infectious  Diseases  an  arrange¬ 
ment  has  been  made  by  which  specimens  are  sent  for  Bacteriological 
Analysis  to  Professor  Delepine’s  Laboratory,  York  Place,  Manchester. 
Two  specimens  were  examined  in  this  way  during  1913,  both  for 
Typhoid  Fever.  A  supply  of  Anti-Diphthoritic  Serum  (renewable) 
is  kept  by  the  authority  for  local  use. 


Scarlet  Fever  has  prevailed  to  about  an  average  amount,  66 
cases  having  been  reported  as  occuring  in  the  District  during  the  past 
year.  About  one  half  of  the  whole  number  of  cases  occurred  in 
Dryclough  Ward,  but  the  disease  has  for  a  long  time  been  of  a  com¬ 
paratively  mild  character,  and  it  is  becoming  quite  rare  now  to  have  a 
death  from  Scarlet  Fever  in  Roy  ton.  The  greatest  amount  of  sick¬ 
ness  fiom  this  disease  occurred  during  February  and  March. 

A  few  deaths  having  been  reported  from  Measles  during  July 
and  August  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  District  were  requested  to 
assist  the  authority  in  controlling  the  disease  by  voluntarily  notifying 
cases  occuring  in  their  practice. 
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Control  of 


An  outbreak  of  Smallpox  occurred  during  the  summer  of 
1913,  The  first  case  was  notified  from  Roy  ley  on  June  30th,  and 
between  that  date  and  July  4th  5  other  cases  were  reported  from 
North  Street,  Lodge  Street  and  Ooze  Wood  Road.  Concerning  these 
cases  a  detailed  Report  was  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  the 
County  Council  and  the  District  Council  about  the  middle  of  July. 


The  District  was  visited  by  Dr.  Johnson,  one  of  the  Inspectors 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  on  the  23rd  July,  and  afterwards  on 
August  the  9th  and  10th  2  other  cases  of  Smallpox  were  reported 
from  Downing  Street.  Further  particulars  regarding  these  cases,  the 
proceedings  taken,  the  sanitary  conditions,  isolation,  &c.,  were 
reported  to  the  authorities  on  27th  August. 

The  last  case  was  notified  from  Lodge  Street  on  September 
15th,  and  a  third  Report  was  made  referring  to  this  on  the  27th 
October.  Throughout  the  epidemic  the  disease  was  of  a  very  mild 
character. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  is  now  added  to' the  list  of  Notifiable 
Diseases  in  the  District  of  Roy  ton,  and  on  the  24th  September  a 
notice  was  issued  to  all  neighbouring  Practitioners  that  Chicken-pox 
would  in  future  be  considered  a  Notifiable  Disease. 

Complete  details  are  now  kept  in  the  Register  of  Tuberculous 
Diseases,  and  of  the  new  cases  occuring  during  the  year  44  have  been 
classed  as  Pulmonary,  and  2S  as  non-Pulmonary. 


Of  the  whole  number  16  were  Hospital  cases,  16  Poor-Law 
cases,  and  40  reported  as  occurring  in  the  practice  of  Private 
Practitioners.  Five  of  these  patients  received  Sanatorium  treatment 
either  at  Meathop,  Darwen  or  Bowdon,  and  of  the  72  14  proved  fatal 
during  the  year.  In  order  to  prevent  the  dissemination  of  Tuber¬ 
culous  Disease  the  Council  avail  themseives  of  the  services  of  a 
qualified  Veterinary  Surgeon  who  acts  as  Meat  Inspector,  and 
examines  meat  and  cattle  for  the  existence  of  Tuberculous  Diseases, 
having  for  his  guidance  the  circular  issued  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  1904. 
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There  is  as  jet  no  local  Institution  for  the  treatment  of 
Tuberculous  Disease,  but  special  Wards  are  set  apart  for  that  purpose 
at  the  Union  Workhouse  infirmary.  In  this  Urban  District  printed 
directions  are  issued  and  distributed  to  infected  houses,  the  use  of 
disinfectants  urged,  and  preventive  measures  adopted  as  far  as 
possible. 

All  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  that  have  become  known  to 
the  Sanitary  Authority  during  the  year  have  been  visited,  or  enquiry 
made  with  respect  to  them,  either  by  the  Inspector  or  Medical 
Officer.  Disinfectants  are  generally  supplied  freely,  simple  printed 
directions  distributed,  and  on  recovery  of  the  patient  190  rooms  in  89 
separate  houses  were  disinfected  either  by  Formaldelyde  or  Sulphur, 
and  in  the  cases  of  Smallpox  the  building  was  disinfected  by  the 
Steam  Disinfector  at  Cinder  Hill  Hospital. 

About  70  notices  have  been  issued  to  regulate  the  attendance  of 
children  at  School  from  infected  families,  the  regular  inspection  of  the 
children  at  the  Schools  being  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 
School  Medical  Inspector. 

With  regard  to  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  the 
Closets  in  two  of  them  require  more  frequent  cleansing. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  AND 
DEPARTMENTAL  WORK. 

Inspector’s 

Report 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  in  the  course  of  his  regular 
inspection  of  the  Urban  District  during  the  year  1913  he  found  the 
following  nuisances  which  were  brought  before  the  Sanitary  Committee 
at  their  monthly  meetings,  and  dealt  with  accordingly  : — 

Defective  and  Blocked  Drainage  . . 58 

Defective  Closets  and  Ashpits . 24 

Defective  Closet  Pans . 68 

Defective  Ashpits  . 26 

Defective  Cesspools .  3 

Dirty  Houses  .  8 

Dirty  and  Overcrowded  Houses .  5 

Defective  Spouting,  Gutters,  Ac.  . .  6 

198 

In  order  to  secure  the  removal  of  these  defects  119  formal 
notices  and  16  legal  notices  were  issued.  One  prosecution  was 
necessary  in  a  case  of  overcrowding  and  dirty  house,  and  in  this  case 
the  tenant  was  convicted  and  ordered  to  vacate  the  premises. 

House  Drains 

House  drains  have  been  much  improved  during  the  year,  103 
having  been  entirely  relaid  and  trapped,  and  119  houses  in  all  have  had 
the  drainage  connected  up  to  the  Council’s  Main  Sewers. 

Drain  Testing 

Smoke  apparatus  is  used  when  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
finding  defects  in  drains. 

Refuse 

Disposal 

The  Scavenging,  Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse  and  Night 
Soil  is  carried  out  efficiently  by  the  Council’s  Workmen,  the  bulk  of 
the  Refuse  being  taken  to  the  Destructor  at  the  Sewage  Works,  and  the 
Night  Soil  distributed  to  Farmers  who  mix  it  with  shoddy,  Ac.,  and  use 
it  for  manuring  the  farm  land. 

Details 

During  the  year  10  Ashpits  were  abolished  and  20  Ashpans 
substituted,  4  Cesspools  abolished  and  6  Water  Closets  and  7  Pail 
Closets  substituted,  2  Pail  Ciosets  were  converted  to  4  Waste  Water 
Closets,  6  additional  Pail  Closets  have  been  built. 
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The  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Vegetables  is  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
W.  Hall,  M.R.C.V.S.,  who  is  also  Inspector  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 
In  October  last  one  animal  was  surrendered  on  representation  being 
made,  and  it  was  destroyed  as  being  unfit  for  food.  In  other  respects 
the  food  exposed  for  sale  was  satisfactory. 

The  Cowsheds  have  been  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
the  Veterinary  Officer,  either  jointly  or  separately,  and  in  two  instances 
defects  were  found  connected  with  walls,  ventilation  and  flooring.  In 
consequence  of  pressure  on  the  owners  the  buildings  have  been  kept 
cleaner,  but  owing  to  difficulties  in  tracing  the  ownership  of  the 
property  in  some  instances  the  improvements  have  been  delayed. 

The  amount  of  Air  Space  usually  allowed  is  800  cubic  feet  for 
each  cow.  There  are  29  Farms  in  the  District  and  27  Registered 
Cowkeepers.  There  are  also  3  Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  the 
Register,  one  only  having  been  registered  during  the  past  year. 

At  Thorpe  one  Slaughter  House  has  been  re-floored.  The  others 
have  been  well  kept,  with  one  exception. 

Eleven  Smoke  observations  have  been  taken,  each  of  half-an- 
hour's  duration,  but  none  exceeded  the  time  limit  which  is  as  follows:— 
1  or  2  boilers,  3  minutes  per  half-hour  ;  3  Boilers,  4  minutes  per  half- 
hour  ;  4  or  more  boilers,  5  minutes  per  half-hour.  In  5  observations 
there  was  no  black  smoke,  in  2  black  smoke  for  half-a-minute,  in  1 
black  smoke  for  2  minutes,  and  in  3  black  smoke  for  24  minutes. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  undertakes  the  special  inspection  of 
houses  and  keeps  the  records  and  forms  necessary.  The  following  are 
the  particulars  required  by  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  : — Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  under 
Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909,  88;  Dwelling  Houses  considered  un¬ 
fit  for  habitation,  6  ;  representation  to  authority  with  a  view  to  closing 
orders,  6  ;  closing  orders  made,  6  ;  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  without  making  closing  orders,  50  ;  Dwelling  Houses 
put  into  a  fit  state  of  habitation  after  making  closing  orders,  0  ; 
Dwelling  Houses  demolished,  32. 

The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  consisted  in 
dampness  of  the  roofs  and  walls,  defective  ventilation  caused  chiefly  by 
the  want  of  facilities  for  open  windows,  defective  drainage,  and 
insufficient  closet  accomodation. 
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A  large  number  of  these  have  had  the  drainage  thoroughly 
relaid,  trapped  and  connected  to  the  Council’s  Sewers,  26  have  been 
repaired  in  the  roofs,  gutters  and  spouting,  12  have  been  supplied  with 
back  doors  previously  wanting,  the  ventilation  improved  by  alterations 
in  the  windows  so  that  they  can  be  opened,  and  the  walls  pointed  to 
prevent  dampness. 

These  details  relate  to  houses  reported  on  during  1913.  In 
addition  to  these  15  houses  reported  on  in  1912  have  been  thoroughly 
repaired,  9  having  been  supplied  with  back  doors,  making  them  what 
are  called  through  houses,  whilst  the  roofs  have  been  repaired  and  the 
walls  pointed  in  9  other  houses.  2  Single-roomed  houses  have  been 
altered  so  as  to  make  1  through  house,  and  6  additional  closets  have 
been  built,  4  of  them  being  waste  water  closets. 

The  Notification  of  Births’  Act  has  been  under  the.  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  Council,  but  so  far  no  decision  has  been  arrived  at. 

The  Midwives’  Act  is  administered  by  a  Committee  of  the 
County  Council,  and  the  Mid  wives  are  supervised  by  Inspectors 
appointed  for  the  purpose.  There  are  7  Midwives  in  Royton,  one  or 
other  of  whom  have  occasionally  ceased  from  practice  during  the  year. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS’  ACT,  1901. 

The  Mills  and  Workshops  number  94,  and  the  Bakehouses  41, 
making  a  total  of  135.  The  majority  consists  of  Cotton  Spinning 
Mills,  and  the  remainder  of  Weaving  Sheds,  Cutting  Shops,  Waste  and 
Wadding  Works,  Ironfounders,  Joiners,  Cloggers  and  Shoemakers,  &c. 
For  the  supervision  of  these  190  visits  have  been  made  during  the 
year,  and  although  some  defects  have  been  found  they  have  generally 
been  of  a  minor  character  and  have  been  remedied  without  delay  upon 
being  pointed  out  to  the  managers. 

The  air  space  in  the  Workshops  is  abundant,  and  the  ventilation 
satisfactory.  General  cleanliness  also  is  now  better  that  facilities  are 
provided  for  the  removal  of  dust  from  the  Cardrooms. 

Having  in  view  the  special  regulations  under  the  Act,  the  Bake¬ 
houses  have  all  been  visited,  and  their  General  Sanitary  Condition  has 
been  el  eon  and  satisfactory.  We  have  no  underground  Bakehouses, 
and  no  drain  openings ,  closets ,  or  sleeping  places  have  been  found  in 
connection  with  them. 
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